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Scotland's charity helping people
who have depended on the land




11th May
Farming Charity To Launch New Listening and Support Service
RSABI, Scotland’s only charity dedicated to helping people who have depended on the land, has today announced plans for the creation of a new confidential listening and support service for Scotland’s farming community.
In response to a significant increase in the number of individuals approaching RSABI for help of a non-financial nature, the charity will be establishing the new service, entitled GATEPOST, in order to offer the farming community a stress-support service.

GATEPOST will take the form of a dedicated helpline, staffed by people who not only understand farming but also have specialist knowledge and experience within stress and crisis support.

Recruitment is underway and it is hoped that the service will become operational later in the summer, once staff are in place. GATEPOST will be funded initially through release of residual funding from the RSABI 2007 FMD Emergency Fund.
Dr Maurice Hankey, RSABI Chief Executive, said:

“Whilst there are a number of extremely valuable support services in existence already, we recognised the need for a service that is specific to the Scottish farming community and which can offer support from people who fully understand what life is like on farm.

“This service will be offering exactly what its name suggests – somewhere to lean and catch your breath whilst contemplating how to overcome current stresses, as well as a place where you can share your thoughts or problems safe in the knowledge that they will go no further.
“RSABI is logically placed to deliver this service which is specific to the farming community and will be able to react to their specific and often unique needs. We want people to know that such a service is available, is easily accessible and able to help them sooner rather than later.
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“We very much look forward to GATEPOST becoming fully operational and to delivering real benefit to the farming community. We are currently recruiting for staff to provide the helpline support and so are keen to hear from people who understand both farming and stress support.”
NOTES TO EDITORS

· RSABI is the Scottish charity which provides financial support, advice and friendship to improve the lives of individuals and their dependents, where these individuals rely, or have relied, upon land based employment and who through age, injury or illness or other misfortune, now experience hardship. Contact:  www.rsabi.org.uk or 0131 472 4166.
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